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SUB J : GOVERNMENT TAKES FIRST ROUND IN TV DISPUTE 
REF: LISBON 2400 

SUMMARY: TELEVISION STATION HAS APPRENTLY YIELDED TO 
INSISTENCE BY JUNTA AND PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT THAT TV 
PROGRAMMING IS TOO IMPORTANT TO BE MADE SOLE RESPONSIBILITY 
OF TV STATION'S EMPLOYEES. END SUMMARY 

1. DECISION OF JUNTA DELEGATE TO TELEVISION STATION 
RTP, MAJOR MARIZ FERNANDES. TO CUT OFF OFFENSIVE PROGRAM JUNE 10 
(REFTEL) HAS DRAWN CRITICISM FROM FAR LEFT BUT WAS DEFENDED 
IN STATEMENTS ISSUED BY CENTRIST POLITICAL GROUPS. JUNTA 
MEMBER ADMIRAL ROSA CUUTINHO GAVE TV TALK JUNE 1 1 IN 
WHICH HE DEFENDED MARIZ FERNANDES DECISION AS "AN OBLI- 
GATION INCUMBENT ON HIM IN CARRYING OUT THE MISSION THAT 
HE WAS GIVEN FULFILLMENT OF THE PROGRAM OF THE ARMED 
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INCIDENT, ROSA COUTINHO EMPHASIZED THAT TELEVISION, A UNIQUE 
MEDIUM, BELONGS TO THE WHOLE NATION, NOT TO TV STATION'S EMPLOY- 
EES. ROSA COUTINHO SAID THAT HE WAS SPEAKING IN THE NAME OF THE JUNTA 
OF NATIONAL SALVATION, BUT ADDED THAT VAST MAJORITY OF 
PORTUGUESE PEOPLE AGREED WITH HIM AND WITH SUSPENSION OF 
PROGRAM IN QUESTION. 

2. RPT MANAGEMENT ISSUE COMMUNIQUE JUNE 13 REVIEWING 
WORK DONE BY OFFICIALS APPOINTED BY JUNTA IN WAKE OF COUP 
FOR PURPOSES OF MODERNIZING AND LIBERALIZING RTP, AND 
NOTING THAT PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT, "FOLLOWING PROGRAM 
OF ARMED FORCES" HAD ESTABLISHED SUPERVISORY BODY FOR RTP. 

ITS SUPERVISION, COMMUNIQUE STATED, "WILL INFLUENCE, 

OBVIOUSLY,. ..THE CONTENTS OF TELEVISION PROGRS." 

3. COMMUNIQUE FROM "THE WORKERS OF RTP" CARRIED IN PRESS 
JUNE 13 WAS MILD DOCUMENT WHICH STRESSED THAT RTP 
EMPLOYEES WERE AWARE OF THEIR RESPONSIBILITY. DOCUMENT 
ALSO POINTED OUT THAT "ANY ARBITRARY INTERFERENCE IS A 
THREAT TO FREEDOM." 

4. TV PROGRAMMING JUNE 12 AND 13 PROCEEDED AS SCHEDULED 

AND WAS GENERALLY MORE BALANCED THAN IMMEDIATELY PREVIOUSLY, 
ALTHOUGH VIEWERS DID GET PRO-CASTRO DOCUMENTARY ON CUBA 
EVENING OF JUNE 13. 

5. CONFUSED SITUATIONS EXIST AT RADIO STATIONS, WITH SOME 
INTERRUPTION OF PROGRAMS. UNDERLYING ISSUE IS 

SAME AS AT RTP-CONTROL OF PROGRAM CONTENT. 

6. COMMENT: FOR THE MOMENT AT LEAST GOVERNMENT HAS 
SUCCEEDED IN PREVENTING UNFETTERED LEFTIST CONTROL OF 
TELEVISION. WE BELIEVE THIS STRUGGLE FOR INFLUENCE IS AS 
IMPORTANT AS ANY NOW UNDERWAY BECAUSE OUTCOME WILL AFFECT 
POLITICAL LIFE FOR LONG TIME TO COME. SCOTT 
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